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allies. If we truly want to help protect important 
allies like Israel, let’s develop and share with 
them defensive systems that will work effec-
tively, reliably, and consistently. The history of 
this program has shown me that simply pro-
viding more funds will not accomplish that 
goal. 
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TRIBUTE TO FATHER EDWIN 
LEAHY 

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, May 21, 2007 

Mr. PAYNE. Madam Speaker, it is with a 
great deal of enthusiasm that I ask my col-
leagues here in the House of Representatives 
to join me as I rise to offer heartfelt congratu-
lations to Father Edwin Leahy—Father Ed—as 
he receives an honorary degree from Rutgers- 
Newark. Father Ed will also serve as the com-
mencement speaker on Thursday, May 17, 
2007. He is the headmaster of St. Benedict’s 
Preparatory School in Newark, NJ. 

Father Ed graduated from St. Benedict’s 
Prep in 1963 and from Seton Hall University in 
1968. He received his training in theology, at-
taining an M.Div. with distinction in 1975 from 
the Woodstock College, the Jesuit School of 
Technology at Union Theological Seminary. 
He was ordained as a priest in 1972 after first 
taking vows as a monk in 1966 of the Bene-
dictine Abbey of Newark. 

Father Ed’s appointment to headmaster of 
St. Benedict’s Prep has been a true blessing 
to the young men who come through its door 
and to the community at large. Father Ed be-
came headmaster at the age of 27 and took 
a school with an enrollment of 89 students 
and 14 faculty members to its current popu-
lation of 550 and 46, respectively. In the proc-
ess, he has touched the hearts of many of his 
young charges and their families. The stu-
dents are mostly Black and Hispanic from 
humble backgrounds. Yet 95 percent of the 
school’s graduates go to college; no small feat 
in a city where the dropout rate is very high. 

Thanks to Father Ed and his perseverance, 
St. Benedict’s Prep now has a waiting list with 
many suburban youngsters hoping to gain ad-
mission. The school received national atten-
tion when its comprehensive program was fea-
tured in Education Week. 

Madam Speaker, Father Ed has served St. 
Benedict’s and the greater community well for 
almost 25 years. I know my colleagues agree 
that Father Ed is a very good choice for com-
mencement speaker and is a deserving recipi-
ent of an honorary degree from Rutgers-New-
ark. I wish him well as he continues his good 
works. 
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‘‘FIFTY GOOD YEARS’’ 

HON. BARNEY FRANK 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, May 21, 2007 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Madam 
Speaker, yesterday, May 20, marked the 41st 
anniversary of the date on which Jose F. & 
Valentina C. Giesta emigrated from the Azores 
to Massachusetts, landing, fortunately for me, 
in New Bedford. I say fortunately for me be-
cause while I believe in general that hard-
working immigrants like the Giestas have been 

a great boon to this country in so many ways, 
and have particularly added significantly to the 
economic and cultural richness of South-
eastern Massachusetts, I’ve been a particular 
beneficiary of this immigration decision be-
cause their daughter, Maria, is my very capa-
ble Deputy Chief of Staff. 

The Giestas are an excellent example of 
why so many of us continue to support an im-
migration policy that welcomes people from 
elsewhere in the world who want to come to 
America both to share in the life we have and 
to help it flourish. Next week, on June 1, the 
Giestas will mark another very important anni-
versary—that of their wedding. They were 
married in Faja de Baixo in the Azores on 
June 1, 1957—several weeks, I will note, with 
a politicians penchant for getting himself into 
the act, before I graduated from high school. 

As the Giestas celebrate their 50th Anniver-
sary with their family and friends in New Bed-
ford, they will be with their five children, who 
are in addition to Maria Eugenia, Gualter, Jose 
Augusto, Aires, and Stephanie. Stephanie, in-
cidentally, has become a very accomplished 
hairstylist of whose talents I regularly avail my-
self. Their five children have produced eight 
grandchildren, Melissa, Mark, Matthew, Jacob, 
Tyler, Austin, Quentin, and Daulton. As the 
family gathers in New Bedford next Saturday 
on this wonderful occasion, I take this oppor-
tunity to acknowledge this event here, not sim-
ply out of my personal feelings of gratitude 
and affection to the Giestas, as strong as they 
are, but because at a time when people have 
been hearing a lot of the negative arguments 
about immigration, the story of the Giestas— 
a representative one for my district and many 
other districts across the country—shows how 
in fact immigration has been of overwhelming 
benefit to this Nation of immigrants. I am de-
lighted to send my best wishes to Jose and 
Valentina and to tell them that I regularly cite 
them as an example of why an open and wel-
coming immigration policy continues to be in 
our Nation’s best interest. 
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TRIBUTE TO GALEN JAMISON 

HON. DALE E. KILDEE 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, May 21, 2007 

Mr. KILDEE. Madam Speaker, I ask the 
House of Representatives to join me in hon-
oring the memory of Galen Jamison. Galen 
passed away on Thursday, May 17, in my 
hometown of Flint, Michigan at the age of 71. 
Galen was a committed public servant, always 
striving to improve the quality of life for the 
people of the greater Flint area. He was a 
dear friend and a valued advisor. I will miss 
his knowledge and wisdom. 

He was a graduate of Central Michigan Uni-
versity and he had attended Arkansas State 
College and GMI. Mr. Jamison married Shirley 
J. Earns in 1955 and moved to Flint Township 
where he resided for over 50 years. Galen 
worked for General Motors as a General Su-
pervisor. He was deeply committed to public 
service. Galen was elected as Flint Township 
supervisor and served 4 years. He was also 
elected 2 terms as Trustee on Flint Township 
Board of Trustees. Galen held several ap-
pointed positions over the years. These in-
cluded State of Michigan Registered Codes 
Official and Inspector, Commercial Plan Re-
viewer, and 11 years on the Liquor Advisory 
Board where he drafted the first ordinance. He 

served on the Planning Commission for 9 
years, the Board of Appeals for 6 years, the 
Economic Development Authority, the Central 
Business District Authority, the Bicentennial 
Committee, and was the Anti Annexation Drive 
Coordinator. 

Galen served on many Genesee County 
Boards including service as the Chairman of 
the Auto and Theft Grant Board. He held posi-
tions with the Water and Waste Board, the 
Retirement Board, the Parks Board, the Li-
brary Steering Committee, and as Genesee 
County Michigan Township Association Trust-
ee. He had previously served on the CAMEO 
Executive Board and as a Flint Junior 
Achievement Advisor. He served as the Chair-
man for the Flushing Road Action Committee 
for Water for 4 years. At the time of his death 
Galen was currently serving as the Flint Town-
ship Chief Building Director and Chairman of 
the Genesee County Road Commission. Be-
cause of his commitment to public service 
Galen was awarded the G.M. Truck and Bus 
Plant Award for excellence in Community Ac-
tivities. 

Galen is survived by his wife of 51 years, 
Shirley, his children, grandchildren, great 
grandchildren, brothers, sister, numerous 
nieces and nephews and a Godchild. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in paying 
respects to a wonderful man and a true public 
servant, Galen Jamison. The Flint area 
mourns his passing and will miss his leader-
ship, insight and zeal to make the Flint com-
munity a better place to live and work. 
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TRIBUTE TO ROBERT RHEA, AR-
THUR DALE JACKSON AND 
KEVIN DOAN 

HON. HAROLD ROGERS 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 21, 2007 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Madam Speaker, 
on May 20, 2006, five men lost their lives in 
a coal mine explosion in Harlan, Kentucky. 
The number of casualties would have been 
greater, were it not for the heroic efforts of 
three mine inspectors who decided to go in 
and save whomever they could. 

There were only a few seconds to decide 
what to do in this situation. There were no 
second chances. Information was conflicting 
and incomplete in those rushed minutes late 
at night on May 20. These three men—Robert 
Rhea, Arthur Dale Jackson and Kevin Doan— 
heard enough and chose to descend into the 
smoke-filled blackness of the Darby Coal 
Mine. 

They were driven to help whomever they 
could, inserting themselves into this hellish fur-
nace not knowing whether there would be ad-
ditional explosions or structural collapses. 

The person they rescued, Paul Ledford, had 
succumbed to the carbon monoxide gases 
caused by the explosion and was unable to 
move any further. He was a half-mile down 
and never would have made it out on his own. 

We are reminded that coal miners face po-
tential hazards deep underground, everyday, 
so that we can keep the lights on and appli-
ances running. When tragedy strikes one of 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 04:56 May 22, 2007 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00005 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A21MY8.018 E21MYPT1hm
oo

re
 o

n 
P

R
O

D
P

C
68

 w
ith

 H
M

R
E

M
A

R
K

S


		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-05-06T07:34:19-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




